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" the Author is WE Very J leer being an Enemy "either, 2 
Church, or.the 67 'of  Epiſcapacy,' that he is an entire Frie 


ro both, and would willingly Sacrifice whatever n mou 
valucthe to him, for 87 Preſervation He. gives 4 5 
| fance as an ample. Proof 0 bis Aﬀſſertion , not that be think 


Lordſbips will Hang or Draw him for ' ſpeaks the T rh; * 
2 age be ſomething peeviſh at the * t awaking 
| of your Conſciences; and for that Reaſon he has thought it 
Convenient to keep awhile out of the Way, and has wiſeh con- 
ceal'd his Name : well remembring that nothing does 4 1 
more Miſchief than Plain. Dealing: For St. Paul himſelf, as 
great an Apoſtle as he mas, yet by the Galatians was e 
4 Enemy, for telling them the Truth; And our Bleſſed Saviour 
fared but little better among the Jews : and the Author aſſares 
C Jour cas that ”=_ will _ meet with very 2s Eta. 
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The Introduction. 
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he. following Lines. 


* aſide the Inſtitutian becauſe ſome Abuſes have crept into it; for 
at that rate all woa'd be Confuſah, ial Elthifiaſhs : No, this 


wn * 


# very far from the Author's Deſign : he mou d have the Abaſes 


indeed removd, but the Inſtitation it ſelf preſerv'd, which he 
owns to be ſo very like a Divine one, that he knows of no diffe- 
' rence : for if our Saviour's own Inflitation,” if the Prattice of | 


the Apoſtles, and of the whole Church without Contragiton. for 


1500 Tears can mute any thing of Divine Extraition, the 


fore. he deſires Jour. Loraſhips not to be ſurprized or mag ine 


thut am Enemy has done this, for as 1 aid before, he.ts a 94 


7 53 8 NI , AN TiO aL + | : 
the Church and of Truth, and word willingly Ive the Pil. 


bers of it withaur [por of Blemiſh ; or if that Charater be too 
"high for | haman"Imper fections; he begs your Loraſhips to mend 
thoſe Things which givo thegreateſt Offence and Scandal to the 

DI; ed ate the greateſt Bindrapices th the” Propagation of 
h ofpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, vr at leaſt to t. 
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ces of Court. Policy, but abundanct of Honeſty and Truth in 


I am not of thoſe Men's Mind, ** are preſently for laying 
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of bringing Religion in general into Diſgrace: for who 
wou d not be apt to think a Profeſſion as ſlovenly as its 


as the World does of its Miniſters? J muſt confeſs, this is not a 
right way of judging, tho? tis the common one; neither ist 
rational to contemn a whole Order of Men for ſome Mens Fai» 
Ilures and Imperfections: all this muſt very readily be acknew⸗ 
ledged by every one of the leaſt reaſon and conſideration, and 
pet by, eyident Experience we find the contrary: to allt this 
practiſed: And the reaſon is plain, becauſe the generality of Men 

do not look into the Nature and Excelleney of things, and hy 

that give their Judgment concerning them; but according to- the 


thing elſe that has relation to a thing which they daily ſee ſo con- 
temn'd and derided by others. 2 5 


Thus it fares with every thing, even thoſe things which other. 
wiſe: Men cou d like well enough, but much more ſo does it fare 


with Religion; becauſe that is a thing of which the Senne 
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Wi is to be Obſer vd and muſt be Acknomedged that the | 
| contempt: of the Clergy is one of the moſt effectual Means 


Profeſſors? and be tempted to think as meanly of Religion, 


common Vogue they. have in the World: they do not fo much 
cConſider what the things are, as what People think them to be: 
So that if they find any thing under Diſgrace and Scorn, they 
Preſently joyn in the cry, and in reality deſpiſe that and every 
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1 a 
olf Men have taken up wrong Notions, look on all its Precepts 
2s ſo many bars and letts to their Pleaſures, and are therefore 
glad of any opportunity to decry and debaſe it: And what 
greater can the moſt ſtubborn Atheiſt, or hardned Sinner wiſh 
or than the meaneſs and deſpicableneſs of its Clergy? 
_ © God forbid that I ſhoud ever inſinuate that ours, in the main, 
are in any reſpect 5 44 No, I dare challenge the World 
to ſhew in general either Better or more Learned than thoſe of 
the Reformation: This, I believe, our moſt bitter Enemies will 
acknowledge: But then I muſt likewiſe own that there has been 
ſome Occaſion given for a Cenſures for Al are not & the ſame 
Character: And ſuch is the Malice of our Adverkiries, that 
wherever they find a Spot, they preſently throw it on the whole 
Order; and if one Member ſuffer, they will make all the Mem- 
bers to ſuffer with it. 5 „FFF 
This is certainly the Matter of Fact, and there is no arguing 
againſt Experience: Our buſineſs therefore muſt be to enquire 
where the Ground of this Contempt lies, at whoſe Door we 
Muſt lay it, and how we may moſt effectually indeavour to re- 
move it: Imuſt on that the inveterate Malice of Atheiſts and 
Infidels is { ſharp ſighted us to 1ſpy Grounds of Contempt 
where there are none; and for This pur poſe they Will rack their 
Ihventions to caſt an Odium on the Miniſters of the Goſpel, ei- 
ther by mimiking their Behaviour, or aſperſing their Conduct: 
But chen, our Comfort is ſuch a Calumny is not long-lived, for 
ehe oppoſite Practice will ſoon give rhe Lye to it, and Hliſcredit 
che Ifiſinuation: for the generality of Men are not ſo ill natured 
and diſingenveus as to believe things againſt their own Experience, 
und take a Man for a Devil, when at the Tame time they find 


3 
"od 


dim to be a Saint: There may be, and, I doubt not, are ſome 


ſich Monſters, but it is abſurd to make the Suppoſition Univer- 
14. We mult therefore look ſomew here elſe for the Occaſion 
of that contempt of the Clergy which has been ſo laſting, and 


inſtead of wearing or growing leſs in its Progreſs, is of a gre - 


ter bulñax. . as . 
The Ingenious Mr. Eachard, in his Bock of The Grounds a 
Octuſions''of "the 'commpr f "the Chirgy and if Religion, very judi- 


Hiouſly refers it to the Ignvrance ef ſome, an 


TI EY 
«A 


othets;; for Where che Miniſter knows no more than his Pariſhio- 


' * 


the Poverty of 5 


OY. 


_—_— moch; here he betrays bis Meknes of 5 


every Qccafion, aucb bis Ignorance of Holy- Things is eenfpieõẽñ 
exen among the Carters and Nowmen: and where the meaneſt 
of his Pariſh find themſelves able to gainſay him any where but 
in the Pulpit where he muſt not be ſpoke to ; I cannot ſee ho 
it is poſſible for him ta gain much refpect among bis People : 
For tho it is a Maxim _— ſome Sects of Religion, That, it is 
to keep the People in Iguorance; I never heard it recom- 
mended: to the Clergy by any, but eſpecially by any of the Re- 
formation : If Ignorance helps a Man's Devotion, as I am fire 
it cannot, yet there is nothing makes him appear io little in the 
World: for tho the 5 be ſuppoſed as low in their Intel- 
lectuals as you can wiſh them, yet they will expect a competent 
degree of Knowledge in thoſe who are to teach and direct them, 
and if once the weakneſs of their Guides is diſcover d, they will 
be lath to truſt their Salvation in their hands, and be rather 
apt to deſpiſe and negle& them: But this is fo plain a caſe 
_ it is needleſs to infiſt on it, ſeeing daily Experience con- 
rms it. 
As for the Poverty of the Clergy, I need ſay but little, be. 
cauſe we find it deſpiſed in every, one, and I never yet found 


kind : It is impoſſible but that Men of ſmall Incomes and large 


By Families muſt go from Houſe to Houſe , not in order to fill their 


Pariſhioners with Spiritual Food, but to ſatisſis their own craving, 
Appetites: and therefore muſt of neceſſity ſubmit to ſuch mean 
things as in all likely hood will render. themſelves contemptible 

N e: For how can he be expected to rebuke his 
Flock tg at Courage and Honeſty which becomes a Clergy- 
Man, when he muſt loſe a good Dinner by i it, and faſt for his. 
Impertinence. Thus far I entirely acquieſce in Mr, Eachard's. 
Grounds, but when he comes to the Occaſion, I muſt as entirely. 
diſſent from him, and will leave the whole Arbitration to your 


Lordſhips. 
Ignorance and Poverty are confeſ d ſufficient Grounds: of Con- 


tempt ,. but at whoſe Door the Ignorance of the Clergy _ 
be laid, is the Cantroverſy : The Author I have been ſpea 

of, aſcribes it wholly to the Negligence and: Carelefenchs 
eee L muſt own would hare beets _ 


OP; 


that the Clergy were exempt from the common Fate of Man- 


> 2 "& Þ 


the. Hypotheſis. . For let Men ſpend never ſo. much time'inithis 


Author's Amos and Turre' at School, and ſome Years as triflingly 
in the Univerſity; yet I can ſee no reaſon, no neceſlity at all 


that from hence they ſhou'd immediately pop into the Pulpit * 
They may indeed, and muſt come ſome way into the World; 


but ſure there are ſeveral Arts beſides the Miniſtry ta employ 


them: And I never knew that your Lordſhips hands cou'd be 


forced againſt your wills upon their heads, as ſoon as they coud 


tell Quid eff Logica, and Quot ſunt wirtutes Morales: I never yet 


heard that there lies any Action at Law, againſt your Lordſhips 
for not ordaining unqualified Perſons, or that the Knowledge of 


Burgerſdicius or Euſtacbius was more than a ſufficient qualification 
for Holy Orders. And therefore I muſt be ſo far from laying 
the blame on the Schools and Univerſities, that, with Submiſſion; 


I muſt beg leave to lay all the Ignorance and Poverty, and of 


conſequence, Contempt of the Clergy: whelly at your Lordſhips 
Doors. If I make this out, as I hope I ſhall, I beg of your Lord- 


ſhips to lay it heartily and ſeriouſly to your Conſciences; and 
ſince none, (as will appear hereafter) can remedy it but your 


Lordſhips, again and again I beg for the Reformation of ſuch 
Abuſes: for then, and not till then, will Religion flouriſh { and 
all the Contempt of Religion, all the Atheiſm and Infidelity 'as 
well. as Immorality of the World, I doubt, (without ſuch a Re- 


formation) will be Charged to your Lordſhips in the laſt and 


terrible Day of Accounts: And therefore 1 humbly addreſs your 
Lordſhips, not only for the Churches good, but your own ho- 
nour likewiſe, that as you are intruſted with the Keys of the 
Church, you will admit none into it out of favour or affection; 
that the Church by your careful and conſcientious diſcharge of 
your Duty, may at laſt be ſtock'd with a Pious, a Painful, and 


a Learned Miniſtry. 


b * 
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St. Pau commands Timothy, and in him, all Biſhops to lay bands 


ſuddenly on no man, 1 Tim. 5. 22 that is. to be very careful and 
circumſpect in the Ordination of fit Men for the Miniſtry. And 
then if at that time before Miracles were ceas d, when God im- 


mediately inſpired thoſe who were to be his Ambaſfadors, there 


was required ſo much care in chooſing fit Perſons , ſure I am, 


there 
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are awar of 2 fer vit rSHuines not only un acchuntof (Their Faith, 
. e ee f vit ,2:And how far chat will reach: I leave 


= 1 04 e e FLa But according to my Notion of 


ings, ande enn de e either I give; aer of or to 
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Gainfayers 1 
_ Urdain'd are capable f: And chat this is no forced Cenkrue 


(6) 


Sage A e of: their Religion, „est threnghty 


frand and being able ta males them ra again 
n : "Which! E um afraid* not all of eo regen 


Qion of the Canon, I think hoo be made manifeſt from two 
dther Cinons chat follem it) wit. The goth, and the 41ſt. which: 
require: Miniſters to confer with Reenfant 
wkich E believe will be readily ac, 
Skill in Divinity: For Caſs of Conſcience *Which' very fre 
diſturb Sick Men, and the Controverſies ef thoſe wile 
whom we muſt confer,” require, in 9 Ne of 
than a bare re of the Creed hos '2' $6'that;! 
ſtake not the Matter: very much; 5, "Sid: wn 
8 arne ue 4's a tw he 


our Lordifi 
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— 6 
That you Ordain, indeed; 


e who-are not d well 


qualified as might be wiſh'd;; but then they are'poing Chaplains: | 


to ſome. Regiment : And others, in order I them to. Preach: 
Gepe ſome of our Plantations.. 


| 4.2 ARE 2 DN Fae court 


00 banker — chink, with benifion to your Lordi ie 
tha h fn far from ſoftning the Matter, hat the very . ſtands 
in nes of an Apology: For as to the it org El 


Chaplains 'tw: Regiments, I think they 
be very weil qualified, unleſs you 1 Lo 
the Queen's Money, without ever n whey 


3 ou it ro: 
only eke. 


ignorant than themſelves ,. and therefore may ſave hie Exhor- 


rations :: whereas had they a Man of Learaing among them, his: : 
Parts mou'd awe them into a:Reſpettand Vaſue fbr Teil. and hy- 


degrees he might infeafibly. work on the mot Ameiſtfcaf Perfbf | Fe 
in the Army; which:can.never-be done by ene ef Hetle or no» 
_ Underſtanding in Divinity: for if once the Doctors. weakneks is. 


 Giſtorer'd 8 conceals) Men of their looſe: 


Principles: 


ends viſit fre SIAN, 
ens nl ve th ff 5 


5 of your | 


hoſe who ' go: | 


thoſe Souls: 
which are committed to their Care: Their Flock are not only 
gen enerally Vicious, but Men. of Senſe likewiſe ;- and they neyer- 
ail 


letting the Doctor (they cal him) know that ho-is more: 
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nia if it were narrowly look d into; it v 


But beſides, 1 ſhowd' 1 
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' Princighes uin be apt 20 estar e n 1 
weak aud ungvarded c himſelf ſo that Chit | 
his-{pnorance, and the whole Order is ſuppoſed of £ 
N nbnr s/o xr eo N 77 Wo J OY ns 21 A 
1 will not ſay that the Ignorance of the generality of TY 5 
lains, is the ont cauſeẽ of the soldiers 'Vices ; 1 am of N 
'be found . 
Principal one: and 1 dont dodbr bur 6 learned, ſober and diſcreet - 
Midiſtry in'thoſe Poſts," of oe ny, we 4 e 
Abuſes and Irregularitles of the FEAT 
But heſides, If they were Ae 9 
the Conſequence word not be ſo very fatał; is 
caſe, no, they are ſent among Strand, who will be SD 
ſighted- in n . py 2 the ' Soldiers : 2 
mult certainly be th conciteſt way of erpoſing che whole Order, 
and our Religion like\viſe to che Contempt regt dd Nene, 2 
Adverfries! dbroady c I ſuppoſe your Lord ſhi ſhips" wa 
Ga alas be no 4 Inv ß e 29 
4 4 
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L to e = 
that their — is e Fa4 * the A- 
ſhips hands; and a8 ben as they get out (of your: 85 
fancy themſelves as bre. ro Preach to th fait dns 
Europe, as your ; and therefore 'bep yo 5 8 
ſend Perſons of greater Ignorance, and more deſpęi 55 
10 ſupply their Places a the Negroes of 7 1 

think that the moſt Arte of 
the Miniſtry Ge be ſoke £2 che Plantations.” And I 'can- 
not imagine 2 that your Lordſkips ſuppoſe ISnorance a fit Inſtru- 
ment to Convert Barborians * Sure I am, the Religion of the 
Ever - bleſſed Jeſus is not likely to meet with much' repute in 
choſe Foreigu Parts when we ſend ſuch to Propagate it who 
cannot give an Account of their own Catechiſn: and if were 
muſt be a Conretſion; 1 am afraid, at tllis rat the (Barbarians 
ro wore likely: to aste the Chris ;*or at leaſt Vebe Et. 


p 


mies of the Ctoſto pf Chriſt wii he fomnc/wore !tbſtindte: and 
Enacious of cheir-Errbuts ; Albiwflich i muſt beg your I or- 
Wh 12ſo89 Yor. Gopſtimness, and for the: furure-not-eo; He-ſe 
ry aviſh of your good Grace. Nis lade ai din 
2 Jo vie 231 Jo DnaongL offs 7d k 0 Hi | 
ie {4 3-1 At is urged aby others, That tis none: of your 6 
7 ſhips taplts..if, ſame. be ordain'd wbe are mot duly quali- = Þ 
fed, but rather thoſe, Uni verſities that give them their Degrees: 5 
iti isrito be ſuppoſedithat they knęNothelr Qnalifiegtions . 
Who have had time enough to examine them both às to : 
1881 If therefore; they. wHh-notonly eh ns oh | 


— — 
* L 


87 
jo 


their 


Needs } 
your Lordſhips are wiſer than to inſiſt put. 
This Conkderation indeed makes it highly; neceſſary, that the 
Provoſt and Fellows of Every Univerſity, ſnoud take more Care 
how they confer Degrees, ſince it is ſo. near a Step to the Desk, 
and ſo ſmall a one from that to the Pulpit: They ſhou'd: con- 
ſider what a Miſchief it is to the Church, ſince tis made a Pre- 
tence at leaſt-for Holy Orders, and ſome we find/by, Experience 
ſtruggle hard for it, meerly becauſe they think it the beſt Qua- 
lification for the Miniſtry: I wou d therefore deſire the Gen- 
tlemen of the Univerſity not to Compliment any one with their 
Megrots, but ſuch as they are convine d are qualified;; for beſides 
the Injury to the Publick, there. can be no greater Diſgrape to 
he Houſe it felf, than Ignorant Gradustes: their own Intereſt: 
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u dna oth sagts, bes beg nage 
iy great 3 atd therefore ho they can.exculgthe 
grees in ſo many [ſtances as Txau'd. mention) -of. Jengrance. 


| and Folly;l; can imagine. * 2 41 711 3161 15 Ges l £0 1 
25 


of this Natzre, tho? many might be, progueed 3irbu bot tbggonc 


to come qut of 


perbit Acts in the Hall, andthe 


8 Ornaments to Church and State: Nor to give her .L 
even Spe ciali Gratia, or for God's Sake, to any but Men f 


in fault, and I pray God both for their own, and the Ban 0 
the Nation, that they may take more Ca 


N 1 
N IRE . 
a. ad * ye 
I . 1 7 * 


wy 


Abi 48 the uſu; \Goſtora,1b kao vin the 


of their Degrees who have been aver ler d jel 0 48 | 
cCiouſneſs, for one Commencement, and give it the 
tho' they are exyery whit as ignorant as they CITY 


eb 
before, and 


are never likely to be otherwiſe; It is ungrateful ee NS of 


mit ſay, that it gives à very great and if 4.,cou'd,.L, 


wondewilingly And ſometlling 40 Ein their Juſtification, 2.17 


But I am- afraid that many even of thoſe Who take their 


grees in the due time, make but very awkard Figures when they 


come into the World, and are fit rather to go to School, than. 


an Univeriity:; for E Nπỹĩ 8 5 how many, 
in a Sar nay Es. ate quite hindred,o t.gheir De 


== the Number will be found but very ſmall. upon Comput 5 
perhaps. not one in a, Hundred; Fro — $9, ie on 


Regent-honſe: they are ſuſſiient, I muſt own + 
perform them: IWOufd not, h this, be thought to de 


Affont or Diſgrace to the, Univerſity hereof I, own my FT; 4 i 


Member: At is my ima: AMater, and TWO d willingly, haye.1 | 
flouriſh; and be an honeyr — Nnt ion, and ſend n Aeta tara che 
World, at; deaſt with any marks of her Faybur, aer Se, AE 


2 r 
ves in giving: 
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who are able to pay tiſe Fees z-and-willing,'to/ take them : © © 


DLgatIOn in, | 
try any Mar, but as; theyare:; managed che moſt; 1 at may 


and; induſtry:: For we find that a Degree. wheneyer bra, or 


under what Form ſoever, is made a; Step, to 9 


out of a number leſ heap of Inſtanees which migh be. eh A. 
very late one ſhall ſuffice; for a Proof of the Alle 


Thus far, my Lords, I muſt acknowledge the Univ 


but however, as . aid beforg, I can't lee hom this can be any 


tw cen 


Aion, 2 mi! 


for the time to come; 


Excuſe for * | ene v0 neceſfary connexion 


10 


»xrLofaſhips 

how a8 N yours ſhou'd be on the Heads of thoſe Y Young: 

and ſometimes Sperigii-gratia Gradnates. - | 
I was'always. of Opinion, that your Lordftips; and not the 
Vaiverſity, Were ts Anſwer for your own ARions, and to Judge 
cf Mens qualifications: who are to Serve gt the Altar: 115 
was gin Gong 5 very Neceflary in former Days; that the Bi- 
— Cer. ſhops 


it-as- their Duty 


| . erg beg the © 


Dy to - make a Canon to-thar-: Purpoſe 3 Fhat if 
y-man, were -Ordaind'without a fofficient 
iner and the Ordained were to be de- 


3. * £5 
; 2 | Ader. 


4 Publick Examination defore your Ordination, which I muſt 
needs commend and approve of : But then; whygp I co 

= de are put by who: fearce Anſwer a Word Mn at thoſe: 

[ Examinations; and thoſe few that are, feldom iniſs it the next 


is mended: 1 cou'd never vnderſtand how a meer Form can do 
peed k may indeed for a white be a ſort of Rug. bear and 
til N become familiar with it, and find it with- 
: but it can never Anſwer che end ˖ 8 
ona 7 Men learned. And I muſt aceds own that 1 
many Ordained, even by: thoſe who pretend 
e; uo better qualified chan Ocher Men; And the reaſon is 


„And then others cannot be denied, without 81 
be wil Rand the rryal of the ſame Examination and (as the 
Why very taſtly- be) are every whit as well 

gether 5 under his Lordfhin's. ſacred hands ale 
GRe, and find themſelves of a ſudden inlight 
dim, ſo that, 5 285 they will do Wonders, when e 


Witch 
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Hands and the Wies Chancellor s. that as 


of the Council in Tralo, (I.) lock d on 


poſed : Which Canon 1 boy your Tordttipe'Terloatly: ce, con- | 
Al ; 3 I know it is the Method of ſome of your Lordſhips: hve. 


= Ordination, or at leaſt never müſß of ſome other Biſhop 'who' is : 
not ſo nice and Critical, I cannot fee where or bow the matter 


to be 10 nice: — 
Plain, becauſe che Ordination ig generally deſigned for ſome one 


57 : 
qualified ; fo that 
with 


into che f 
dus far 1 tho it it 2dviſcable #5 conſider all the Apologies es . 
cchich. ever I in Vindication of your Lordſhips, and I think 


have a elenti une U that they can be no juſt Excuſes 2 


k 
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Ti 
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eee ing wes Tm 
| ee are certain they are all 28 7 Te. 


ftions-which 1 have been. often d and have been e 


; ar ne | 
as ſoon as poff 


But 
FE it will, Dar not heir RE: for it 7 


We themu — 


of, cho their Canons required many 


——. worfd) 


8 the Canon 
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or whether auen Twenty are of fi 
malicious Lap-m e 


e e eee e to be ha 

Which ſtall make the meereſt Boy old enough for the beſt Pre- 
ſerments? Can you give any one inſtance 5 Favoprite or 
Etion uirtr erer tet a'good Kran der wailt ar ae 
op y - offer'd'7 N Nieces Fadbatid "hs 3 
dant over "his Lordfhip chan! this comes' to, and en What! 
nifies your Canon in'this particular? Theſe, my Lords, are 


therefore of -your -Lordthips to anfwer : 
e and Tartan . Wos e 
3 needs dun tf tei eu Tee no reaſdn why hor teu. 
Uſed ito. inſtruct ſen? ho is ſcarcely TAE ror 

Chil ret», merely -becauſe he is ſome Pips or Nobleman' 
Relation; 'and ſo can get a Difpenſarion to well OT, 775 F . 
Caſſock : He may perhaps hape learn d {6 witch' of *Arithine: 
tick as to reckon his Income; Bur it is impofſibls- fle can have: 
ired in a Pryacher of the 9 


ſo meh Divinity, as is requi 
wilt ſay that time will mend that fauft : f B . 


ſer, and what rate Cartls 44 but will bara be able to · 
Go a; Sound Lecture in Divinity; which” muſt needs 
give à very great Oſſence and Scandal tor the World, and: 
-ealls loudly for your Lordſips Reformation. The Ptimirive- ö 


Church which was nearer” the Miraculous' Age of tlie Apoſtles... $ 


than ours is, admitted of ne Diſpenfations that'? coder 
tore Fears for the Prebis- 
bery, than ours do-: for where 'our's' (hit are very für. re- 
mori from ie re or fte requires Twenty fo. 


4 \ 


2 
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a4 LY et d 
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. Fire nN thirty Soithat) k mwortd:thve 


2 ſly;60 examine oybat reaſonable? Apologies 
d ade or 1 100 'Diſpenſations. | apology, of 


jo oe in the mean time; not to inſiſt on this. Topick any lon- 


ge. woud ſeriouſſy ask your: Lordſhips in the ſecond place, 


9 0 it it tender y 71 8 Conſciences, whether yo never Or- 

Any 1 ee 4 Pęgree in ſome. Univerſity;? 

ö Troud gre: your Londſhips. to conſider whether A radeimem and 
| 801 Gentlemen Uſhers, Cc. have gat crow ded into the Church 


with out: eyer taking a Degree, and whether this be anſiverable 
either to jour own Reaſoa. or the Chughes Conſtitution Sisitnot 
2 ſhame. 8 eyery, Profeſſion empty it ſelf into the Altür , We 


ve ſe ad:the Dreſſing-room; land at this rate, l 
* 27 Ms ee e Ritchin likewiſe ruſhantoithe Miniſtry: 


It 1s, a, good eaſe way of recompeneing the paſt Services of thoſe 


bon 
Hi 1 05 7 Bau ut 1,woug,deſire-yaur Lordſhips to:60n 
er x e lags to:the. 2 7 ande wcha R canVa 


16 Retan yore” 48 Hf _ le gf x is Abuſe, that writing 
(2) Epift. 3. c. 1. to the iſhop. o arragon, ene ge e it {with abun- 
29 e 125 wonders es one ſhould dain out gf pac 


O) Cs Ep. 2. 11 cod 41 10 02 Hcy complain 1 — 


dee fenen, previouz — —— 49: pra euſtom 
0 . lo chat he, was afraid { Jeſ:the 


of. a 
bene 992 52 See e 


Thopricks meaning I ſuppoſe 1 igiſtry in general) were not at- 


(4) ee erb Migfitieſt were advanc'd, to, thoſę seats. (4) And L defre your 


Lordſhips to uin with what. v hemence, and tartneſd Pape In⸗ 
6) Jnr. rp... 29699 Wrote againlt thoſe ue Ordajn d, Secular Men yithour go+ 


< 11. 4p. 4. c. 10g thfough. preyiqus —— (5) Nay,» the Abuſes began tobe 
. 5. o notorious, that it being repreſented to Arcadiur the. Emperour, 


that many left theix! Imploymegts. and turn d. Clergymen, he made 


25871 
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you, but how eaſily it will ft; on your; Lordſhips;Conſciences | 


taind by Vertue, but wickedneſs, and. not the Worthieſt. but;the 


aLaw 1 in the Year 395, et thoſe abe beMrdain! * 


the Apologies which have been made for your Lordſhips, the Ig 
norance and want of ſuch Qualifications as are requiſite. in the 
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be choſen out of Monaſteries (which were much the ſame with 


our Colleges) and not taken from another State of Life, that fo _ 
none might be Ordain'd but ſuch as were well tryd (6). And © Cn * 
whether our Church ſtands in need of ſuch a Law, I leave the yr 


World and your Lordſhips to examine: Nay, (however the cons © 3% 
trary practice may now prevail) it was thought, not many Years 
ago, a Crime not to be puniſhd with too much Severity: for one 


7 the greateſt Crimes urg'd againſt Dr. Lemuel Matthews in the 


egal Viſitation held at Lisburn, where three Reverend Prelates 


were judges, was, that he prevail'd with his aged Biſhop to ad- 
mit one, who had for ſome time been a Menial Servant of his own, 
into Holy Orders: we all know how ſeverely this, among'other 


things then alledged againſt him, remains puniſh'd to this Day. 
So that thus far I may juſtly preſume, that, Lord Peha all 
the Ig- 


Clergy, and conſequently all the Contempt and Scorn our. Religion 
meets withal on that account, is wholly chargeable on your Lord- 


ſhips : The deſign therefore of this Addreſs is to defire you to 


reflect on theſe things, to lay them ſerivaſly'to your Conſciences, 
and then the Author doubts not but your Lordſhip? will be more 

ſtrict in your Examinations, more backward in your Ordinations, 
and the Church will in time be fill'd with a learned and well- . 
qualified Miniſtry: When your Lordſhips forbear rewarding your 

own and others Servants at the Churches coſt, and reſolve to lay; 
your hands on nonè out of favour or affection, it is to be hoped that 


. 


the Miniſters of the Goſpel willindeed be, what they ought, burn- 


ing and ſhining Lghts, ſuch Lights as ſhall direct the moſt ignorant 
and obſtinate, in the Way to Heaven: And till this be done, till 
Nepotiſm, &. be laid aſide, we ſhall never ſee Religion floyuriſhas 


| ir ought, wel and or wil take place of Vertu and Me- 
rit, to the great Diſgrace of the Goſpel of our Bleſſed Saviour; all, 


which J once more beg of your Lordſhips ſeriouſly to conſider. - 


And in the meantime the Author wiſſgo on to make good his 2d 
Charge, wiz. That your Lordfſhips are not only chargeable with the 


Ignorance, but likewiſe with the Poverty of the Clergy, and all that, 
Contempt and Scorn which Religion meets withal on that Scöre. 
Contempt and Scorn which Religion meets withal on that Scree. 
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That Poverty is in every condition of Life, deſpiſed, 1 have. 


already prov d, and I believe will be exfily conſented to by your 


C Lordſhips; 
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Lordſhips; and I muſt alfo ſuppoſe it will be as readily acknow- 
dged that the Numbers of the Clergy is the chief, if not the 
only occaſion of their Poverty: for we find by Experience that 
the more there are of any Art or Profeſſion, the Poorer they 
grow, they cant all get Employments, and of conſequence muſt 
155 or. ſtarve ; and I know of no Law which exempts the Clergy 
from the fate of other Profeſſions; nay, we find by Experience 
that as they grow in Numbers, they diminiſh in their Fortunes, 
and become the Sport and Scorn of their Enemie. 
Now the reaſon of all this is plain; for thoſe Livings which 
had, before, ſeveral Denominations, and which altogether made 
up but a ſlender competency, muſt either now be divided to make 
room for other Clergy-men, or which is much worſe, the greateſt 
part of the Clergy mult beg or Starve. And indeed after all, 
theſe Diviſions themſelves wont mend the matter: for I am 
confident, if an exact Computation were made, we ſhou'd find at 
leaſt Fifty new Clergy- men ordain'd, for one that dies; ſo that 
unleſs a Living can at leaſt be divided into fifty Parts when an 
Incumbent dies, and every Part be a ſufficient competency for a 
Clergy-man and his Family, I cannot fee any thing but Poverty 
and Miſery, Contempt and Scandal among the Clergy: For. 
we will ſuppoſe every. Pariſh. in this Kingdom, one with another, 


1 


to be worth Five hundred Pounds a Year : Now it is plain, ac- 


5 — 


cording to the former Computation, if it be divided among as 
many as are Ordain'd, and are Unprovided for, when an Ineum- 
bent dies, then every Clergy-man will have Ten Pounds a Vear 
for the Maintenance of himſelf and Family: which 1 ſuppoſe, 
neither the World nor your Lordſhips, will think ai ſufficient: 
Maintenance: And if the Living be given to any one ſingle. 
Perſon, then the other Forty nine may ſhift for themRves... 
© Now I have ſuppoſed Fifty Perſon's Ordain'd for one that dies, 
which perhaps you will ſay is too large . well then 
do comply with your Lordſhips, let vs ſuppoſe but Twenty, which - 
- Fam ſure ts too ſmall a Computation; it will then amount but 
to Twenty five Pounds a. Year, each Man, and that too ſuppoſing 
every Pariſh worth Five hundred; Pounds yearly; but if we ſup- 
- Poſe each Living, worth but No hundred Pounds, which I am- 
ure will be found much tog large a Suppoſition, then it will 
come. to the ſame Computation, as before, and ſo every Clergy- 
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Tis) 


man will have Ten Pounds a Vear for his Subſiſtence, or the rea! 


teſt part muſt beg, which is a very melancholy Confi deration: 


and if your Lordſhips continue to Ordain according to this Com: 
2 tation, it will be much more advantageous to wait in the Street 


an Alms, than to wait on the Altar: Nay, a very few Years 
will reduce the Livings into leſs than Potatoe-Gardens, and the 


greateſt Part muſt have nothing , notwithſtanding all the Divi- 


* and Sub. diviſions which your Lordſhips can poſſibly make 


in every Pariſn: Thus far I am fure I am right, and it is no- 
thing but N the World who think at all, 'do obſerve and 


bemoan. . 
' Nay, the very "$atyriſt 8 not but perſivade his Friend from 


raking Orders, and gives thisrealon, among others, for i it. 92 0 obne Po. | 
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That if you walk Abroad youl 424% meet 
More Porters now = Parſons is the Street. 
At Every Corner are fore'd to 
For Jobs of hawkering — 15 
And baif the Number of the Saure Herd 

? Are fain 0 Aren aud e D 


1 mention this only to let your Lordſhips ſee whiat an Offence 
and Scandal the great Numbers of Unprovided Clergy have given © 


Tie Cbureb i grown 6 over Bock d of late, 3 


to the World; So that it is hoped your Lordſhips, by keeping 
off your hands, will, for the time to come, remedy this Which 


has brought ſuch a Contempt and Infamy on the Clergy. I need 


not tell you what mean and pitiful Spirits are entail d upon Fo- 


verty: how Men that have but light Pockets, will cringe and We | 
$5 3x7» to 


fawn, and fall down to a Man of Fortune; and what cont 
and ſlight, not only the Glergy, but Reli jon meets withall, on 
this account is too apparent: But this is fo ungrateful a Topick 
2 I care not for inſiſting on it; but with leave it to your Lord» 
ſhips ſeriouſly to refle& on, and to ask. your Conſciences whether 


lch Lordſhips be not the ſole and — occaſion of it, by bringing 


crowds into the Clergy. 


There was indeed a time when the Vintage cod not be g 
in for want of Labourers; for our bleſſed Saviour tells- his | 
. * the Harveſt e . and then 


* 


» 


(8) Cod. Theod. 


de Epiſc. W 
Presb, Tit. 2. 
li. 6. ' 


(9) Cours Chetc. 


Can, 6. 


0 o) Sparrows 


Can. pag. 285. 


1 
he. bids: them pray the Lord of the Harveſt, that be would ſend forth 
Labourers into be Harveſt , Matt. 9. 37, 38. But then we muſt 
obſerve, that it was a time of Perſecution, and It was the 'condi- 


pray the Lord of the Harveſt, that he wou'd fend forth Labourers 
c eee e 201 


But this was not the caſe very many Years, for when Chriſtia- 


the room of thoſe that died (8). And for the very fame rea- 


1 


ſon, the great Council of Chalcedon made an expreſs Canon to the 
ſame purpoſe, which annuls all Ordinations, in which there was 
not a Deſignation of a particular Place joyn'd with them (9), and 
this likewiſe is the Practice of the Church of Scorland to this day; 


and this no doubt was the defign of the Thirtieth Canon of the 


Church of Freiand; nay, the Preamble of the ſame Canon of 
the Church of England, from which ours was copied, plainly 


gives this Account of it „that it was 'deſign'd to prevent the | 


great Number of Clergy-men (10) 4 goed intent, no doubt, 
but how well obferv'd I leave your Lordſhips to examine. 


Four Lordſhips I know will ſay, that chere are aſſiſting Cu- 
rates, as well as other Miniſters to be Ordain'd, and that the 


e Canon 


„ 


© - 


n yo . 


Canon admits ſuch into Holy Orders, and that theſe are they 


which make ſo 88 a bulk among the Clergy: All this 1 
very readily acknowledge, and there is a Neceſſity there 


| ſhowd be fuch; but then the Canon alſo requires that what 


ſoever Cnrateſfip they are admitted to, they ſhall not he re- 


mov'd thence till they are otherwiſe provided for: except by 


their notable evil carriage they deſerve. the contrary : which 
part ot the Canon is ſeldom obſerv c.. 16, 7 
For I wowd wittngly ask your Lordſhips, why: ſhou d not 


tze Curate who has ſerv'd the Cure of the Pariſn many Years, 


be admitted into the Benefice when the Incumhent dies? 
Do your Lordſhips: in your Conſciences think 'him- qualified 
to ſerve it for another Man ? If you do not, why then did 
you Ordain him, or give him a Licence 22 If you do, what 
ſnou'd hinder him from ſerving for himſelft? Do you think 
he has not Arithmetick enough to reckon his Money When 
he is to receive it? Or let us: know what other | Quali fica- 


. tion he ſtands in need of; as for the Preaching part of 
the Cure, he has already perform'd it, and perhaps to the 


Satisfaction of thoſe that heard hin; nand if he couꝰ'd viſit 
the Sick in the Incumbent's life-time, he is certainly as weilt 
qualiſied to do it, now the Incumbent is dead ; So that he 

is either qualified in every reſpect for ſuch a Pariſh, or your 


Lordſhips have not ated with: ſo much Conſeience as ou 
ought to do; in admitting a Perſon to ſerve a Cure, whom 


you do not think capable of Serving it: Whatever ſide of 
the Dilemma your Lordſhips will be pleas d to take, I hum; 
bly conceive, it will bring no very great Credit to your 
Lordſhips. , wo e J Mw 3 2 meds , e 5 


B!ut the truth of the Matter is, the Curate, tho he may 
be a better and more deſerving Man, is not ſo great a Fa- 


vourite as the Husband of my Lord the Biſhop's Niece, G. 
or the Perfon who: comes recommended by a Perſon of Qua- 
lity: J won't ſay there is any thing elſe in the caſe, for: 
fear of giving too great an offence to your Lordſnips: and 
becauſe perhaps I cannot directly make Affidavit: of any other 


Irregularities but thus far every day's Experience tells us 7 


that a Favourite or Relatiomprevails, when the juſtice of the: 
frlendleſs Cutate's: cauſe is neglectec: and when anger 
— | e 5 LES. eien 


231 114. 
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_ "Perſon jumps over the Curate's head, tis ten to one but the = 
': Curate is removed, contrary to the deſign and the expreſs 


words of the Canon. Indeed were the Curates provided for 
in their turns, as opportunity offer'd, did not every Upſtart 


who has the good luck to bea Relation, or Friend, take away 


his right, there might be ſome hopes, ſome proſpe& of Prefer- 


ment; but as things are now managed by Friends and Intereſt, 


I can ſee no hopes the poor Curate can pretend to, who relies 


only on his Merit and Induſtry. 


But to- paſs this by, I wor'd ask your Lordſhips, whether 
none be Ordain'd but fuch as have Titles? Are none Or- 


dain'd but when there is occaſion for them? If this can't be 


faid, I don't ſee any thing that can reaſonabl 


y be urged in 
your Lordſhips behalf for Ordaining them. 1 17 5 5 


I have heard it ſaid that your Lordſhips in this caſe Ordain, 


as ſome People eat, only out of wantoneſs, or to ſhew that 
you have ſuch a Power; for it is uſual they ſay, for a young 


Biſhop to hanſel his Epiſcopal habit with a bulky Ordination: ; 
Some fay again, that you do it to bring Money into your Ser- 
vants Pocket, as a ſample of the plentiful Harveſt they are 


likely to have in your Lordſhips Service: (which by the by, 
is a very odd way of proceeding, to enrich your Attendants, 
at the Churches ruine) And others are apt to ſay, you do it 
that you may have the more Clergy-men under Subjection, 

that ſd by dividing of Livings and multiplying Gown- men, 
you may likewiſe humble them, and fo make your ſelves, in 


every reſpect, Lords over God's heritage: But theſe are Rea- 


ſons which carry ſomething ſo Unnatural, as well as Ungrate- 


ful along with them, that I will not inſiſt on them: but will 
give another Reaſon why your Lordſhips Ordain ſo many 


without Titles, contrary to the Canon, and that is, becauſe 


vou can't reſiſt the Importunities of ſome great Men who 
folicit you: Your. Lordſhips' Conſtitutions are very pliable 


and eaſily wrought on, ſo that you do not know how to 


deny thoſe fo ſmall a Favour, to whom perhaps you owe 
your own Preferment. How 
-Lordſhips Conſciences, on more mature Thoughts will ap- 
prove of this, or any of the above Reaſons, I cannot tell; 
but however, I will: venture, without any further Refle- 


far either the World, or your 


4 


ion, 


— 


EIS © 
Gion, to- leave it to your Lordſhips candid and impartial Exz- 

Four Lordſhips will perhaps ſay, What is it to any one 

whom or how many you Ordain : yon can but incur the Pe- 
nalty of the Canon; and if you do that, it is ill Manners 55 
and Impertinence for any to find fault with your Proceedings. 

But the Author deſires your Lordſhips to keep your temper, | 

and ſtifle your Reſentments, that the World as welt as your | 


Selves may be Arbitrators. © © | | 
Your Lordſhips fay, you can but incur the Penalty of the 
Canon when you act contrary to it: which is, that you keep 
and maintain thoſe whom you ſo Ordain with all things Ne- 
ceſfary, till you do prefer them to ſome Eccleſiaſtical Livings : 
Now if this were exacted, I doubt not, your Lordfhips wov'd : 
ſoon Petition for larger Salaries ; for I don't ſee how the In- 
comes of your Biſhopricks wou d do it, let their Maintenance 
be as Poor as it cou d be: or indeed if there was a ſufficient 
Fund to do it, Pm afraid it wou d be a very ſorry Mainte- 
nance they muſt expect from your Lordſhips: their Gowns 
and Caſſdcks wou'd be ſoon chang'd into another fort of Li- 
very, they would fave the . of other Servants; and 
the Stable and the Kitchin wou'd be ſerv'd with Spiritual At- 
tendants : If this was not the cafe, I'm afraid your Lady wou'd : 
look askew on them, when ſhe ſaw them eating the Bread out 
of the Months of her Children. . 
But ſuppoſe your Lordſhips ſhow'd refuſe them a neceſſary 
Maintenance, as no doubt you wou'd, if they demanded it; 
Gou'd the young Prieſts ſue yon for Children's Portion? or 
what coud they do in ſuch an Exigence ? Why truly, the 
Canon only ties up your hands for Twelve: Months, (after 
which they are as looſe. as ever) without making any other 
Proviſion for the young Clergy-men : Now I wou'd deſire.to + 
know what good wou'd+ your Lordſhips Suſſ 2 from Ordi- 
nation do thoſe you had Ordained before? It may be a ſort 
of Mortification to your Lordſhips, but I am fure it will 
add nothing to the: Support of thoſe» you have Ordained : : 
neither will the Church reap any Advantage by it; So that 
unleſs. your Lordſhips will uſe a little Conſcience, and Or- 
dain none but when there is occaſion, I canꝰt ſee any thing to 
prevent the Ruine both of the Church and Clergy. Andi 


_ 


ER 
And thus. 1 think I have prov'd even to a Demonſtration, 
that all the contempt which either the Clergy, or 'Religion 
meets withal on; their account, is wholly chargeable on your 
Lordſhips Conduct, and can never be remedied till your 
Lordſhips will reſolve to Ordain none either out of favour 
or affection ; none but ſuch as are duely qualified for ſo great 
an Undertaking, and not ſuch neither, unleſs there be an oc- 
1155 and neceſſity for them; that ſo we may have no ſtrowl- 
ing Mendicant Clergy men among us; but that all may live 
well and creditably, to the honour of the Church by Law eſta- 
bliſh'd, to the Silencing of our Enemies, and 1 the gaodand 
Eternal Salvation of Mens Souls 
There is another Cauſe of that Contempt of the Clergy by 
| which Religion alſo ſuffers, and which ſome will be apt to * 
ſay is wholly owing, to the. Clergy themſelves , viz. the ill — 2 
Lives of a great many of them. 55 
That this has been made a cauſe of Atheiſm and Infidelity, of 
Prophaneneſs and Immorality, myſt readily be. acknowledged; 
It is I confeſs. very difficult for Men of. ſtrong Paſſions, and 
ſenſual Inclinations, to believe a God, ben they ſee thoſe 
who preſs this Article of our Creed in their Sermons, deny 
it in their Actions: It is not eaſie for ſuch Men to conquer 
their unruly Luſts, and live according to the Precepts of Re- 
ligion, when they ſee the Lives of ſome of the Clergy, give | 
the lye to their Profeſſion : They rather conclude from hence * 
that Religion is a Cheat, and a Politick Invention, ſo chat they 5 
may make bold with it as well as their Teachers | 
Tho' this be a very thin Argument for infidelity, yet it 
is, I muſt confeſs the common one, as the late Earl of Ro- 
(11) Some Paſſe. cheſter on his Death+bed aſlerted, (11) e told the then Do- 
4 A dor Burner, That there was nothing which gave him and 
| Karl of Roche» many others, a more ſecret Encouragement i in their III Ways, 
d 195-129 than that thoſe who pretended to believe, lived ſo that they 
cou d not be thought to be in earneſt; when they ſaid it. The 
Aſpirings that he had obſervd at Court of ſome of the Clergy. 
with the ſervile ways they took to attain to Preferment, and 
the Animoſities of thoſe of ſeveral Parties about trifles, made 
him often think they ſuſpected the things were not true, which in 
their Sermons and. Diſcourſes Jy ſo; ane ee Now 
„% ᷑ XX i 


„ 
Nqw all this being acknowledged, that the ill Lives of 
fame of the Clergy is of the moſt fatal Conſequence to Re- 
ligion, the Queſtion will be, where we are ta lock for the 
Fountain of this Evil, and what Method can be uſed to pre- 
NenFß F \ | CEE SH RRC: 
The Immediate canſe of Evil in every Man, is his own 
corrupt Will; when he is drawn away of his own Luſt and en- 
ticed; and nothing. can cure this Diſtemper but the Grace 
of God, co-operating with a Man's honeſt Endeavours and 
hearty ReQlutions:: i523] md fo, 1 
But then if we conſider Men, as Clergy- men, I believe a 
great part of their ill Lives, will be owing to their Ignorance 
and Poverty, both of which I have, I think with Juſtice, laid 
to your Lordſhips Charge. For if we look into the World, 
we ſhall find that Vice in a great meaſure owes its quiet poſ- 
. ſeſſion of Mens hearts to their Ignorance and Inconſideration : 
it reigns undiſturbedly only in unthinking Breaſts : and I am 
verily perſwaded, if your Lordſhips wou'd Ordain none but 
fuch as were before remarkable both for their Piety and Learn- 
ing, as the Canon requires, we ſhou'd have no very great 
reaſon to complain of the Clergy's Immorality : for it is con- 
ſtantly almoſt experienc'd that thoſe Men who are moſt Vicious 
in their Intellectuals, are fo likewiſe in their Morals : And F 
dare be confident: that very few, on a ſtri& Search, wou'd be 
found Ill Men, who are not Ignorant Men, and not ſo well qua- 
lified, as they ought to be for the Miniſtry: So that if your Lord- 
ſhips will continue to Ordain ſuch Numbers out of favour and 
afſeQion, if you will ſuffer Men, without a tryal to ſlip through 
your Fingers into the World, I. can ſee. no hopes of a Refor-- 
mation. „„ . £2 
And that likewiſe becauſe of their Poverty, for where a 


* 


tight Pocket, and a ſhallow Bram meet together, tis great 


odds but they will tempt the Man to a thouſand Irregulari- 


ties: The very wiſeſt Men have been afraid of, and have prayd 
heartily againſt the Temptation: ſo that no wonder if the worſt 
. of Temptatlons, in ſuch à Caſe, ſhou d catch Men of weak 
Underſtandings : Such Men are expos d to all therlittle tricks 
and ſhifts that Sharpers are put upoũ to get a 3 J And! 
i: is no eaſie matter ta reſiſt an * When u craving stomach 


2 


* 
* 
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| . C282) 
\ is the ſecret? Orator that puſhes him on, and a plentiful Dinner 
is the alluring Bait that invites him : But I need not infiſt on 
N theſe things any longer, being too notorious to the leaſt Cri- 
tical Obſerver : ſince therefore your Lordſhips are the only occa- 
ſion of the Numbers of the Clergy, and ſince their Numbers is 
the Foundation of their Want, all the ill Conſequences which 
attend it, muſt neceſſarily be laid to your Lordſhips charge: fo 
that your Lordſhips will be anſwerable for all the Contempt 
which the Clergy meet withal, and for all the Scoffing and Buf- = 5 
foonry which, on their Account, is thrown on Religion, by \ 
Atheiſts and Infidels : And what a frightful Figure this will make | 
in the Day of Judgment, I leave your Lordſhips ſeriouſly to 
conſider. 5 ä ee , 0 een 


Le Cinclufim, 


Thus, my Lords, I have laid before you, with all 
the Candour and Sincerity imaginable, the unhappy 
Cauſes of our Churches decay; which is the Contempt 

and Scorn our Clergy meet withall: And if in ſpeaking 
to this Argument, Truth has made me preſs too hard 
upon your Lord ſhips, I deſire it may not be look'd on as 1 14 
ſuch an unpardonable Crime, as not to be admitred to | 
make an Apology.----But indeed I think'ir wants none, 
this whole Addreſs being deſign'd for the common 
good of Chriſtianity , and of the Church of God in 
theſe Kingdoms. VJ Din xats Pak 
I am not conſcious of any Falſhood in theſe Papers; 
I don't know that I have been miftaken, or have dran . 
any wrong conſequence in favour of my Cauſe : If 1 
have, I defire your Lordſhips to ſer me right, to let 
me ſee my Errour as foon as poſſible, and I promiſe - 
Jae Lordthips to, coofeſs my Fault, and give you as 
publick and ample Satisfaction as you. can Gelire ; Bur : 


7 A 
: . . * 
; : 
* = ” 


* N R INN . 2 * 4 ” of * . : 
1 » ane FA, ; L 8 * ＋ ; * 7 An 
* 7 1 
1 3 7 7,4 * 5 4 
0 { FW VIE) > «* 1 1 * o 
. \ 2% 2 
1 * „ 
N 1 
? o 4 #3; : 


if your Lord ſhips will: be ſilent in this Affair, you muſt 
give me leave do think I am in the right, and to beg 
of your Lordſhips, as you value your own” Souls, a 
well as the Churches goο „ to Lay bands fue n) | Oh 
20 man, not to:overſtock the Church, that being the 
readieſt way to make the Clergy Scandalous :- not to 
Ordain Men out of Favout or Affection, nor to let 
any worldly Conſiderations get the Aſcendant of wur 
Conſciences : but to conſider that you are the” Oer. 


ſeers of the Church; and muſt ' give a ſevere Actount 


I deſire your Lordſhips to conſider what Anſwer.you 


tions ſent to ſpeak with him, and, no doubt, expected 
his fir H and WY a 4 , 


who acquainted him with it, that he had no Relations, 


but thoſe that deſerv'd the favour of God by their 
Obedience: For, ſays he, whoſoever ſball do the will of God, 
the ſame is my brother, and ſiſter and mother. Mark "+1 


This is the Pattern your Lordſhips muſt follow in con- 


ferring your Favours; None mult claim Kindred to 
the Church of Chriſt, and Servk àd his Altar, but thoſe 
. who are effectually recommended by their Merit and 


Induſtry. And when once a Man's good Qualifications 


become the beſt Intereſt, there will then be no great 


danger 


lighten your Accounts, and be a ſufficient 
| None of theſe Excuſes will be current in 
the Court of Heaven: Our Saviour when his Rela- 


greateſt favours, told the Multitude 
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7 World : ls then Religion wowd flouriſn, 

5 ä happieſt Effects of ſuch a 


Liyes and Converſations. of Men: But 
ips take theſe, things into Conſidera 
he” reform. them, we muſt-expi * to 
ngs g backward, Atheiſm and Anfidehty 1 
1 Religion deſpiſed and derided; and alt. 
zordlhips fault: Which T delre your 
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